Airspace Outline – 31 March 2004 – Vincent Ammann CFI

All of the air in the US from the ground to outer space is part of America’s airspace. 

1993 International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) Standard lettering system for world A-G.  

Lets start with the simple and work to complex.  

Class F – “Forget” NOT USED

Class G – “Go!” Defined as airspace that is not A-E also known as “uncontrolled”

Class E – “Easy Enter” Airspace that has ATC Services available but nothing special needs to be done to be let in.  Along airways - 8nm wide 1,200 AGL – 18,000 MSL.

Class D – “Door” Our home, Gillespie two-way communication

Class C – “Congested” two-way communication and Mode C Transponder

Class B – “Busy” Clearance needed, Mode C within 30 NM Vail.

Class A – “Above America” 18,000’- Fl 600 IFR Mode C, Clearance.

Requirements and Regs

VFR Terminal Charts – 1:250,000 – Planning and Corridors.

Special VFR

Special Use Airspace

OK 
· Alert Areas – Unusual Activities (Intense glider towing, Parachuting) ok to fly through

· Military Operations Area – Up to FL180 – Wise to avoid

· Warning Areas – Aerial Gunnery or guided missles over H2O

· Controlled Firing Areas – Gunnery Ranges, where artillery is ceased when a/c near.  Not on Chart

Not Ok 

· Restricted – Permission needed (Gunnery, Missles)

· Prohibited – White House

· TFR – Disneyland, President, Stadium  -  From FSS

Other Airspace : 

· National Security Areas (dashed magenta, Avoid over-flight requested), 

· Airport Advisory Areas (10 NM from FSS), 

· Military Training Routes (3# below 1,500’agl), 

· TSRA, 

· Emergency Air Traffic Rules – When ATC can’t operate as safely as needed NOTAM

· ADIZ (Air Defense Id Zones) XPDR Required – 2 Way Radio, Defense VFR Flight Plan.

	Class D
	Class A



	Class E
	Class B

	Class G
	Class C


	A = Above America

VFR Visibility and Clouds = N/A

Minimum Pilot Requirements = IFR Rating

Entry Requirements = IFR Flight Plan and Clearance 

Transponder Requirements = Mode C (4096)

ATC Services = All traffic separated
Normal Boundaries = 18,000 ft – FL600
	D = Door

“Knock before you enter” Dashed Blue Lines

VFR Visibility and Clouds =3 SM – 1,5,2
Minimum Pilot Requirements = Student Pilot
Entry Requirements = Two way communication

Transponder Requirements = None
ATC Services = IFR/IFR Separation, VFR Advisories workload permitting 

Normal Boundaries = Surface to 2500 AGL, 4.3 NM (5SM) From primary airport

Other: Becomes Class G or G and E when tower closes



	B = Busy

Big Bold Blue Solid Lines

VFR Visibility and Clouds = 3 SM, Clear of Clouds

Min Pilot Req. = Private Pilot or Student Pilot w/Endorsement

Entry Requirements = ATC Clearance

 “You are cleared into the XYZ Class Bravo Airspace”

Transponder Requirements = Yes – Mode C within 30 NM Veil

ATC Services = All traffic separated

Normal Boundaries = Normally Surface to 10,000 ft MSL 
	E = EZ Enter

Dashed Magenta (Surface to 17,999’), Faded Magenta (700’-17,999’),
Faded Blue (1,200 to 17,999’), Along Airways 8nm Wide (1,200 to 17,999’ unless otherwise specified), Everywhere else 14,500’ MSL to 17,999 and FL600 and above, 

VFR Visibility and Clouds 

Below 10K’ = 3SM 1,5,2

Above 10K’ = 5SM 1,1,1


Minimum Pilot Requirements = Student Pilot

Entry Requirements = None
Transponder Requirements = Above 10,000’ MSL and 2500’AGL Mode C

ATC Services = IFR/IFR Separation - VFR Advisories on request

	C=Congested

Solid Magenta Lines

VFR Visibility and Clouds = 3 SM – 1, 5, 2

Minimum Pilot Requirements = Student Pilot Certificate

Entry Requirements = Two way communication

Transponder Requirements = Yes – Mode C in and above Class C

ATC Services = IFR/IFR - IFR/VFR - VFR Advisories

Normal Boundaries

Core: 5NM from primary airport, Surface to 4,000 AGL

Shelf: 10NM Shelf 1,200’AGL – 4,000’AGL

Outer Area: 20 NM from primary airport (VFR Advisories) not depicted on chart
	G = Go

Everywhere that is not A, B, C, D, or E

VFR Visibility and Clouds

Below 1200 AGL
Day: 1SM Clear

Night: 3 SM 1,5,2

Above 1200 AGL, Below 10000 MSL

Day: 1SM 1,5,2

Night: 3SM 1,5,2

10000 MSL and Above and Above 1200 AGL

5SM 1,1,1

Minimum Pilot Requirements = Student Pilot

Entry Requirements = None

Transponder Requirements = Above 10,000’ MSL and 2500’AGL Mode C

Other Info = VFR Advisories on request if available


