CFI Certification, Records and Renewals

The Federal Aviation Regulation requirements under 14 CFR 61 subpart F for the CFI are as follows

· Be 18 years old

· Know English

· Hold a commercial pilots license or ATP license with an Instrument rating

· Be able to pass a 2rd class or better medical

· Pass the required knowledge test (Within 24 months)

· Pass the required Fundamentals of Instruction knowledge test

· FOI not required if instructor is a certified ground instructor, certified teacher of 7th grade or Higher, or a college teacher.

· Have a logbook endorsement for Spins

· Have logged at least 15 hours as PIC in category and class of aircraft that is appropriate to the rating sought.

Records

· Logbook of person who CFI is flying with must be signed

· A record of the following info must be kept for a minimum of 3 years

· Name of each person endorsed for solo flight and date

· Name of each person endorsed for a knowledge test or practical test and the kind of test, date, and results

Renewals §61.197 & §61.199

· A non expired CFI certificate can be renewed by:

·  Passing a practical test for one of the ratings listed on the current flight instructor certificate 

· Obtaining an additional flight instructor rating

· Presenting to an authorized FAA flight standards inspector

· A record of training showing that in the past 24 months the instructor has endorsed at least 5 students for a certificate or rating and at least 80% of them passed on the first attempt

· A record showing that in the past 24 months the instructor has served as a check pilot, chief flight instructor, company check airman, or flight instructor in a part 121 or 135 operation, or in a position involving the regular evaluation of pilots.

· A graduation certificate from an approved CFI refresher course

· An Expired CFI Certificate can be renewed by taking another CFI practical test

CFI Certification
Aeronautical Knowledge Areas


	Knowledge Exam Requirements
	Practical Exam Requirements

	Fundamentals of Instruction

· Learning process

· Elements of effective teaching

· Student evaluation and testing

· Course development

· Lesson planning

· Classroom training techniques

Technical Flight Knowledge

· All knowledge areas for Recreational Pilot, Private Pilot, and Commercial Pilot


	· Fundamentals of Instruction

· Technical subject areas

· Preflight preparation

· Preflight lesson on a maneuver to be performed in flight

· Preflight procedures

· Airport operations

· Takeoffs, landings and go-arounds

· Fundamentals of flight

· Performance maneuvers

· Ground reference maneuvers

· Slow flight, stalls and spins

· Basic instrument maneuvers

· Emergency operations

· Postflight procedures

· Postflight procedures




CFI Privileges and Limitations

Privileges

· CFI’s can give training and endorsements that are required for and relate to:

· Student pilot certificates

· Pilot certificate

· CFI certificate

· Must hold a CFI certificate for at least 24 months and that certificate must be current

· Given at least 40 hours ground training in past 24 months and at least 100 ground total

· Given at least 200 hours of flight training

· Ground instructor certificate

· An aircraft rating

· Flight reviews, operating privileges, or recency of experience requirements

· Practical tests

· Knowledge tests

Limitations

· No more than 8 hours flight training per 24 hours

· Cannot conduct training flights for aircraft in which the instructor is not rated

· Cannot provide instrument training in the “soup.” Unless the instructor is a CFII

· Student pilot endorsement limitations:

· Solo flight endorsements cannot be given unless the CFI has

· Given the student required flight training for solo privileges

· Determined that the student is safe to fly in known weather conditions

· Solo XC flight endorsement cannot be given unless CFI reviews the students preparation for the flight and believes that the flight can be done safely by student for prescribed weather conditions.

· Solo Class B endorsement cannot be given unless ground and flight training is given for the specific class B airspace the student is to fly in and the instructor deems the student safe to operate within that Class B.

· Recreational pilot endorsements can not be given unless all required instruction is given and CFI believes the pilot will be safe.

· Flight review endorsements cannot be given unless:

· 1 hr flight training and 1 hr ground training is given 

· Current operating rules under Part 91 is reviewed

· Maneuvers and procedures that are necessary to fly an airplane safely is reviewed (at discretion of CFI)

· Flight instruction cannot be given in an aircraft with a throw-over yoke unless the pilot at the controls has at least a private pilot’s license.

