Commercial Pilot Certification

Those who desire to fly for hire obtain the commercial pilots license. The commercial pilot training course is designed to train a pilot to master control and accurately maneuver a complex airplane to exacting standards. Advanced airplane systems, instruments, navigation and weather are areas of learning. 

The federal aviation regulation requirements under Subpart F of 14 CFR 61 for the commercial pilot certificate are as follows:

· Be 18 years old

· Know English

· Be able to pass a 2rd class or better medical

· Pass the required commercial pilot knowledge test (Within 24 months)

· Have a private pilot’s license or be a qualified military pilot under §61.73

· Have at least 250 total hours logged flight time including at least:

· 100 Hours in powered aircraft, of which 50 hours are in airplanes

· 100 Hours of PIC time of which:

· 50 Hours must be in airplanes

· 50 Hours in cross-country flight (10 XC in airplanes)

· 20 Hours dual in which meets practical exam requirements (see next page) and includes at least:

· 10 Hours of instrument training (5 hours in a single engine airplane)

· 10 Hours are in a complex airplane (RG, flaps, adjustable prop) or is turbine powered

· 1 VFR cross-country day flight of at least 2 hours in a single engine airplane with a distance of more than 100 NM.

· 1 VFR cross-country night flight of at least 2 hours in a single engine airplane with a distance of more than 100 NM.

· 3 Hours within 60 days to prep for practical exam

· 10 Hours solo in which at least

· 1 Cross-country flight, >= 300 NM total distance, with 3+ legs, and one leg >250 NM (Except Hawaii)

· 5 Hours are in night VFR with at least 10 landings while utilizing an airport traffic pattern

Commercial Pilot Certification
Aeronautical Knowledge Areas


	Knowledge Exam Requirements
	Practical Exam Requirements

	· Commercial pilot privileges and limitations - 61.133

· Accident reporting - Part 830

· Principles of aerodynamics

· Radio Communication procedures

· Recognition of critical weather situations

· Usage of airborne and ground weather services

· Safe and efficient operation of aircraft

· Weight and balance

· Performance Charts

· Significance and effects of exceeding aircraft performance limitations

· Aeronautical chart usage and magnetic compass usage for pilotage, and dead reckoning

· Usage of air navigation facilities

· Stalls and Spins

· Aeronautical decision making

· Aircraft Systems

· Maneuvers, procedures and Emergency operations appropriate to the aircraft

· Operating procedures for national airspace system

· Night and high altitude operations


	· Preflight preparation

· Preflight procedures

· Airport operations

· Takeoffs, landings and go-arounds

· Performance maneuvers

· Ground reference maneuvers

· Navigation

· Slow flight and stalls

· Emergency operations

· High altitude operations

· Postflight procedures




Commercial Pilot Privileges and Limitations

· Commercial pilots can carry passengers or property for hire provided you meet the qualifications which apply to the specific type of operation

· Under 14 CFR Part 119.1(e), a commercial pilot fly for hire outside of another’s operating certificate for:

· Student instruction

· Sightseeing flights that

· Are in an aircraft of 30 or less passengers and a payload of 7500# or less

· Are within 25 SM radius of airport

· Begin and end at the same airport

· Are not over the Grand Canyon (Part 119 - SFAR 50-2)

· Crop dusting

· Banner towing

· Aerial photography

· Fire fighting

· Power line/pipeline patrol

· Parachute jumping flights (within 25 SM)

· Some corporate flights

· Aircraft must be owned by company

· If aircraft is chartered, must be under part 135

· Carriage of candidates for a federal election (91.321)

· Under Part 91 a commercial pilot cannot hold oneself out, by advertising to the general public for flights.  People or property attracted by advertising is considered common carriage; the Part 91 commercial pilot is limited to private carriage.

· A commercial pilot without an IFR rating is restricted from commercial operations

· In excess of 50 NM 

· At night

