Private Pilot Certification

The private pilot certification is a primary certification obtained by those who desire to fly for business or pleasure but not for hire. The private pilot training course is designed to train a pilot to control and accurately maneuver an airplane during favorable weather conditions. Primary aerodynamics, airplane systems and instruments, navigation and weather are areas of learning. 

The federal aviation regulation requirements under FAR 61.103 for the private pilot certificate are as follows:

· Be 17 years old (16 to get student pilot’s certificate and solo)

· Know English

· Be able to pass a 3rd class or better medical

· Pass the required private pilot knowledge test (Within 24 months)

· Have at least 40 total hours flight time including at least:

· 20 hours of dual

· 3 Hours cross country training

· 3 Hours within 60 days of practical test for preparation

· 3 Hours at Night

· 1 Night XC of at least 100 NM total distance

· 10 Takeoffs and Landings to a Full Stop

· 3 Hours hood time 

· 10 hours of solo flight 

· 5 Hours cross country

· 1 Cross country flight more than 150 NM total distance, with at least three full stops and having at least one leg greater than 50 NM

· 3 Takeoffs and landings (to a full stop) at a towered airport

Private Pilot Certification
Aeronautical Knowledge Areas


	Knowledge Exam Requirements
	Practical Exam Requirements

	· Private pilot privileges and limitations - 61.113

· Accident reporting - Part 830

· Applicable AC’s and AIM sections

· VFR Chart usage for pilotage, dead reckoning, and navigation systems

· Radio Communication procedures

· Recognition of critical weather situations

· Usage of airborne and ground weather services

· Safe and efficient operation of aircraft, collision avoidance, wake turbulence

· Density altitude

· Weight and balance

· Principles of aerodynamics

· Stalls and Spins

· ADM

· Preflighting: Runway lengths, airport info, landing distance computation, fuel burn computations, and how to plan for alternates


	· Preflight preparation

· Preflight procedures

· Airport operations

· Takeoffs, landings and go-arounds

· Performance maneuvers

· Ground reference maneuvers

· Navigation

· Slow flight and stalls

· Basic instrument maneuvers

· Emergency operations

· Night operations

· Postflight procedures




Private Pilot Privileges and Limitations

· Private pilots can fly day or night through all non-restricted airspace except for Class A airspace and can carry passengers.

· As PIC, a private pilot cannot carry passengers or property for compensation or hire except when the flight is:

· Incidental to that of business or employment and no passengers or property are carried.

· Pro Rata: The expenses of the flight (Rental, fuel, landing fees, etc) are split among passengers

· Flying for charity with certain requirements:

· FSDO notified at least 7 days before event and is given:

· A signed letter with date, time and location of event

· Copies of participating pilots’ licenses, medicals, flight reviews and the last page or two of logbook showing 3 takeoffs and landings in past 90 days along and over 200 hours total flight time.

· Flight is conducted from a public airport appropriate for aircraft used (or approved private airport)

· No aerobatic or formation flights are conducted

· Aircraft involved have standard airworthiness certificates and are airworthy IAW subpart E of 14 CFR part 91

· Flight is done during day VFR

· Charity is identified by the U.S. Department of the Treasury

· Search and rescue missions issued by a SAR organization or a local, state, or federal agency.

· To demonstrate an aircraft for sale by an aircraft salesperson with over 200 hours logged flight time

· For glider towing assuming pilot has had proper training under 14 CFR 61.69

· Private Pilots can act as a safety pilot and log PIC time for a person “under the hood.”

