Recreational Pilot Certification

Those who desire to solely fly themselves around a local area for fun can get a recreational pilot’s license.  The Recreational Pilot is a basic pilots license with a lot of limitations, but can be good for someone who does not want to invest the time or money to get a private pilot’s license

The Federal Aviation Regulation requirements under 14 CFR 61 (D) for the recreational pilot certificate are as follows:

· Be 17 years old

· Know English

· Be able to pass a 3rd class or better medical (§61.23)

· Pass the required recreational pilot knowledge test (Within 24 months)

· Have at least 30 total hours logged flight time including at least:

· 15 Hours dual training

· 1 XC flight of more than 25NM from where the pilot normally trains with three landings

· 3 hours within 60 days of the practical test

· 3 Hours of solo flying:

Recreational Pilot Certification
Aeronautical Knowledge Areas


	Knowledge Exam Requirements
	Practical Exam Requirements

	· Applicable Federal Aviation Regulations

· NTSB accident reporting procedures

· Applicable AIM chapters and AC’s

· Usage of aeronautical charts for navigation with a magnetic compass

· Recognition of critical weather situations and avoidance.

· Safe and efficient usage of aircraft

· Collision avoidance and wake turbulence

· Density altitude

· Weight and balance

· Principles of aerodynamics

· Aircraft systems and components

· Stalls and Spins

· ADM

· Preflight Preparation including takeoff and landing distances, weather, and fuel requirements


	· Preflight preparation

· Preflight procedures

· Airport operations

· Takeoffs, landings and go-arounds

· Performance maneuvers

· Ground reference maneuvers

· Navigation

· Slow flight and stalls

· Emergency operations

· Postflight procedures




Recreational Pilot Privileges and Limitations

· Recreational pilots can carry no more than 1 passenger

· Can act as PIC of an aircraft within 50NM of departure airport if

· Received ground and flight training for takeoff and landing procedures for area of usage along with terrain, and navaids

· Received and carries an endorsement from an instructor saying that the pilot is proficient for the area of usage

· Can act as PIC on a cross country flight if the pilot carries an endorsement from an instructor that certifies that he is safe and proficient for cross country operations

· Cannot act as PIC for:

· An airplane with more than 180 horsepower, or with retractable gear, or has more than 4 seats

· A multi engine airplane, glider, airship, or balloon

· For Hire or compensation

· Not pay less than pro-rata share

· In furtherance of a business

· Between sunset and sunrise

· In airspace where communication with ATC is required

· Above 10,000 feet MSL or 2,000 feet AGL (whichever is higher)

· When surface visibility is less than 3 SM

· An airplane without visual reference to the surface (no VFR on top)

· A flight outside the USA

· Demonstration flights to a perspective buyer for an aircraft for sale

· Towing of any object

· Charity flights

· Cannot act as a required flight crew member of an aircraft where 2 pilots are required if there are any passengers other than required flight crew

· If no PIC flight time is logged within 180 days and the pilot has less than 400 flight hours, a flight review must be completed and logbook endorsement made

· “Holder does not meet ICAO requirements” will be printed on the license

· In order to get obtain an additional certificates or ratings a recreational pilot can with the supervision of a flight instructor and proper logbook endorsements

· Fly an aircraft that the pilot does not have a proper category or class rating

· Fly solo in controlled airspace

· Fly at night if visibility is greater than 5 SM

