Student Pilot Certification

Those who desire to learn to fly must obtain a student pilot’s license in order to solo.  A student pilot’s license can be obtained by going to the local FSDO, an examiner, or by obtaining a medical certificate.

The federal aviation regulation requirements under Subpart A of 14 CFR 61 for the student pilot’s license are as follows:

· Be 16 years old (14 yeas old for operation of a glider or balloon)

· Know English

· Be able to pass a 3rd class or better medical (except if flying gliders or balloon)

· In order to solo a student pilot must:

· Pass a written test from the student’s instructor that covers the requirements described on the next page

· Receive basic flight training from a flight instructor on the maneuvers described on the next page and show proficiency in performing those maneuvers.

· Receive a logbook endorsement and an endorsement on the student pilot’s license for the specific make and model airplane to be flown from a flight instructor who has given him flight training within the past 90 days.

Solo Pilot Certification
Aeronautical Knowledge Areas


	Solo Exam Requirements
(To be reviewed and corrected to 100% by CFI)

	Required Flight Training and Demonstrated Proficiency for Solo Flights

	· Applicable parts of §61 and §91

· Airspace rules and procedures for the airport where the solo will be performed

· Flight characteristics and operational limitations of aircraft make and model to be flown

Required Flight Training and Demonstrated Proficiency for Solo Flights Longer than 25 NM

· Usage of Aeronautical charts for VFR pilotage and dead reckoning with the aid of a magnetic compass

· Aircraft performance charts pertaining to XC flight

· Procurement and analysis of weather reports including recognition of critical weather situations

· Emergency procedures

· Arrival, traffic pattern and departure procedures for airports to be used

· Terrain avoidance

· Procedures for usage of instruments and equipment installed on aircraft to be used

· Usage of radios for VFR navigation and communication

· Short field, soft field, and X-wind takeoffs, approaches and landings

· Climbs at best angle and best rate

· Control by sole reference to instruments

· Compliance with ATC directives


	· Preflight preparation

· Preflight procedures

· Taxi and Run Up procedures

· Airport operations

· Normal and crosswind takeoffs and landings

· Straight and Level flight

· Climbs and climbing turns

· Airport traffic patterns including entry and departure procedures

· Collision, wake turbulence, and windshear avoidance

· Descents with and without turns in high and low drag configurations

· Flight at low and high airspeeds

· Stalls and recovery from imminent and full stalls

· Emergency procedures and equipment malfunctions

· Ground reference maneuvers

· Approaches to a landing with simulated engine malfunctions

· Slips to a landing

· Go-Arounds




Student Pilot Privileges and Limitations

· Student pilots, with the proper instructor endorsements, can fly solo in controlled airspace, within 25NM of specified airports, in a specific make and model aircraft.

· Cross country flights can be made if student receives proper instruction and is given a logbook endorsement

· Flights at night can be made if flight instruction is given and an endorsement

· Flight into class B airspace requires another endorsement and further flight training in the class B airspace to be entered.

· All student pilot endorsements expire after 90 days.  The instructor who gave the student pilot training can renew the endorsements.

· Student pilots cannot carry passengers

· No compensation or for hire flights can be made

· Flights are limited to VFR weather conditions of visibility greater than 3SM during the day and 5SM at night

· Student pilots must comply with the limitations placed in the endorsements of their flight instructor.

